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S3 ENGLISH

Pen and Paper Assessment & STAR (online) 

Dimension/
Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1
9EL2 
9EL3

31 about 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1
9ER2
9ER3

36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1
9EW2
9EW3

3 40 minutes
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S3 English Listening
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening

Overall 
correct % for 
each sub-
paper and 
presented in 
a bar chart

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Fictitious figures
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S3 English Listening

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
percentage

Overall % of 
participating 

schools

Fictitious figures
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2021 
S3 Listening  

S3 English Listening
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Listening  - Text types

Gainful Use of TSA 2021 Materials

Exchanges

• Meeting – Rooftop Garden Planning Meeting

• Meeting – Discussion about what has happened at 

school

• Conversation – discussing the Pet Fair and Adoption 

Day

• Podcast – Mascots

• Literary Text - Poem

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Listening 2021

Strengths
- specific information
- connecting ideas connection – cohesive devices
- connection discourse markers
- able to identify tone
- able to identify rhyme
- identifying the meaning of unfamiliar words
- discrimination between intonation for a range of purposes
- sequencing
- predicting the likely development of the text  

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

Specific Information 
Many students were able to work out how many members the Garden Club had after listening to 
Peter.

Task Name: Rooftop Garden Planning Meeting (discussion) 
Task Content: Planning The Rooftop Garden

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

Tone
Quite a number of students were able to work out how Karen felt after they heard her speak.

Task Name: Rooftop Garden Planning Meeting (discussion) 
Task Content: Planning The Rooftop Garden

S3 English Listening
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Task Name: Meeting to discuss what happened at school (discussion)  
Task Content: Meeting of principal, teachers and police

Connection discourse markers
Many students were able to work out the first person who spoke at the meeting.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths



13

Task Name: Meeting to discuss what happened at school (discussion)  
Task Content: Meeting of principal, teachers and police

Connection cohesive devices
Many students were able to work out what would happen with the newsletter after listening to 
Principal Tam.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Task Name: Meeting to discuss what happened at school (discussion)  
Task Content: Meeting of principal, teachers and police

Sequencing
Many students were able to work out the order of the events.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

1

4

Helps to set the scene
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Discrimination between intonation for a range of purposes 
Many students were able to work out how Mary felt from the context provided. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Pet Fair and Adoption Day (discussion)
Task Content: Planning The Pet Fair and Adoption Day

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Unfamiliar word
A considerable number of students were able to work out what a mascot is.

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Podcast about Mascots (conversation)
Task Content: Mascots and who uses them and why

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Rhyme  
Many students were able to work out the rhyming pair in the first stanza. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem
Task Content: A student procrastinates about doing his homework

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Predicting the likely development of the text  
A considerable number of students were able to work out what the student was 
most likely to do given the information provided in the stanza. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem
Task Content: A student procrastinates about doing his homework

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Weaknesses
- specific information  SPELLING
- unfamiliar words/expression 
- connecting ideas – cohesive devices and discourse markers 
- predicting the likely development of the text

Still an area of weakness is the integrated section where students are required to write short one
word answers/fill in the blanks. 

This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as their listening skills. There are still    
issues with spelling and this year again with the spelling of simple words they should be familiar
with and be able to spell – cardinal and ordinal numbers and this year, even a simple day of the   
week and colours seemed to be difficult for students. This indicates that they are not relying on
their listening skills or that they are hearing something other than what is said. 

This year the integrated section was in 9EL1/3 Part 1, Part B and the topic was about the  
Garden Club Meeting and the things to remember, buy and suggestions. It required 
students to complete entries in a notepad with one word answers – prompts were 
provided to assist students.  

Performance of Participating Students in     
Listening 2021

S3 English Listening
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9EL1  
Part 1 Pt. B 
Q.9 - Q.15

Specific information
Students did not write 
the answers correctly.

S3 English Listening

GARDEN CLUB MEETING

TOPIC: ROOFTOP PLANTING DAY

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

DAY FOR ACTIVITY: 9) _____Saturday_______

DATE: 10) ______22nd/twenty second______ MAY

REASON FOR ROOFTOP PLANTING DAY: Way to get rest of 

school 11) _______involved_____

THINGS TO BUY:

Soil and 12) ______pots______, plants and trees

SUGGESTIONS:

13) _____Green___ area in the 14) _____middle__ of the 

rooftop

MUST get things done in 15) ____2/two________ weeks’ time

Task Name: Rooftop Garden Planning Meeting (discussion) 
Task Content: Planning The Rooftop Garden

Performance of 
Participating Students

Listening Examples 
- Weaknesses



21

9EL1/3 – Part 1                Part B - Integrated task – fill in blanks – specific information

Spelling variations for questions 9 to 15

(9) 
Saturday

(10) 
22nd/twenty second

(11)
involved

(12)
pots 

(13) 
Green

(14)
middle

(15) 
2/two

Sataurday 22th invold pod green medal 3

saturaday 22ed invount pops The Green middie one

garden planning 20th second to participate poot grean midden

saturday 21th participate pop Greening midal

Staturday 12th farming parts gregn miedal

Saterday 20nd hoilday hoots medoe

Standay 22 of May invoiled rools mid

Sautday 20th infloder pods midom

Sat 20th May planting pounds midle

Satuarday 22th May involve port midded medo

20 invovled tools middler mid medial

22 crops middel miden middom

poches middle of the 
garden

midelle meddle

ports meadel mitule midile

polt medco midou midnood

plots medioen median

While some options were left blank, some 
options also had random words/letters and 

symbols filled in that had no connection 
with what was being asked for

S3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses



Performance of Participating Students
Listening Examples - Weaknesses

S3 English Listening

22

Task Name: Rooftop Garden Planning Meeting (discussion) 
Task Content: Planning The Rooftop Garden

Unfamiliar word
Students had difficulty in working out what an ‘order’ meant in this context/situation.
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Unfamiliar word 
Students had difficulty in identifying the meaning of the word, despite examples of the measures 
being provided. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Meeting to discuss what happened at school (discussion) 
Task Content: Meeting of principal, teachers and police

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection cohesive devices
Students found it difficult to connect the ideas presented to work out what Peter suggested. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Pet Fair and Adoption Day (discussion)
Task Content: Planning The Pet Fair and Adoption Day

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses

LOCATION CLUES
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Predicting the likely development of the text
Students found it difficult to predict what would come next in the podcast. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Podcast about Mascots (conversation)
Task Content: Mascots and who uses them and why

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses



Conclusions about the Performance 
of Participating Students - Listening

• Expand vocabulary of students, in particular revision of vocabulary covered in late primary 
and early secondary and vocabulary that it is assumed students should already know –
everyday vocabulary, school, stationery items, plants & trees, animals, numbers – cardinal 
and ordinal, days, dates…  The vocabulary also needs to be linked to the content provided in 
the spoken texts. Also ensure students are familiar with the accepted rules such as 
capitalization and that they look at the format and genre and see what is being asked for. 

• Exposure to unfamiliar words/phrases/expressions through authentic texts (list below)

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, poems, advertisements, instructions, 
dialogues, news, debates, reports, conversations, films, oral stories…. on a very wide range of 
topics, including world and local current events, teen issues, hot topics, everyday events to do 
with the home, keeping pets, family, historical events, special interest, hobbies……

• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices and a variety of 
adult voices          TED talks, YouTube videos, Film Trailers, Kids News programmes…

• Exposure to various tones and different intonation as well as an explanation of different tones 
and emotions as these are sometimes difficult to identify in listening tasks.

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts so students are used to the flow 

of speech varying

S3 English Listening
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S3 English Reading
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



29

S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Overall 
correct % for 
each sub-
paper and 
presented in 
a bar chart

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Fictitious figures
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
Percentage

Overall % of 
Participating 

Schools

Fictitious figures
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2021
S3 Reading 

S3 English Reading
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Reading – Text Types
Gainful Use of TSA 2021 Materials

Information Texts
• Geography Book Extract- Permafrost

• Science Magazine Extract – Permafrost Discoveries

• Magazine Article  - Business Hong Kong 

• Encyclopaedia Extract – Bubble Tea

• Email – Extra-curricular Horse Riding Activities

• Attachment – Riding Clubs and Details

• Movie Summary – Aliens From The Dark Planet

• Newspaper Article – Navigating Screen Time During Social Distancing

• Literary Text – Poem

S3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2021

Strengths
- text types

- specific information

- connection between ideas

- contextual clues

- locating information in a simple chart

- unfamiliar word/expression

- analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more 
than one text

- main idea

- rhyme

S3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

Specific information
Students were able to work out the age of the wolf that was found on the riverbank.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: What is Permafrost and Permafrost Discoveries (Geography Book Extract & 
Science Magazine Extract)

Task Content: The geography book extract is about permafrost and the science magazine 
extract is about permafrost discoveries
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Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

Analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
Students were able to work out the which of the animals listed was the oldest when it died.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: What is Permafrost and Permafrost Discoveries (Geography Book Extract & 
Science Magazine Extract)

Task Content: The geography book extract is about permafrost and the science magazine 
extract is about permafrost discoveries
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Rhyme
Students were able to work out the rhyming pair.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about a special kind of cat and what she does 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Main idea
Students were able to work out what another possible title could be.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about a special kind of cat and what she does 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Connection between ideas
Students were able to work out where the BobaBoba shops were and where they were not.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Business Hong Kong (Magazine Article & Encyclopaedia Extract)

Task Content: The magazine article is about Markus Wong and his company BobaBoba. 
The encyclopaedia extract is about Bubble Tea and how pearls are made

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Unfamiliar word
Students were able to work out what was meant by the word ‘craze’ in this context.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Business Hong Kong (Magazine Article & Encyclopaedia Extract)

Task Content: The magazine article is about Markus Wong and his company BobaBoba. 
The encyclopaedia extract is about Bubble Tea and how pearls are made

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Contextual clue 
Many students were able to work out the organization May Chan worked for.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Extra-Curricular Horse Riding Activity (Email & Attachment)

Task Content: The email provides information about the riding schools in Hong Kong. The 
attachment provides more detailed information about the equipment/materials required

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Locating information in simple charts 
Many students were able to work out how many 
riding schools there were from the information 
provided.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Extra-Curricular Horse Riding Activity (Email & Attachment)

Task Content: The email provides information about the riding schools in Hong Kong. The 
attachment provides more detailed information about the equipment/materials required

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

1     +    1     +     1    +     1       = 4
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Text types
Students were able to work out what type 
of film it was.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Aliens from The Dark Planet (Movie Summary)

Task Content: The summary is about the movie and what happens to the characters 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Locating Information in a simple chart
Students were able to work out how many hours of screen time was recommended.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Navigating Screen Time During Social Distancing (Newspaper Article)

Task Content: The newspaper article is about navigating screen time during social 
distancing and provides facts, figures and personal perspectives

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Specific information
Students were able to work out how old Tommy was.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Navigating Screen Time During Social Distancing (Newspaper Article)

Task Content: The newspaper article is about navigating screen time during social 
distancing and provides facts, figures and personal perspectives

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2021

Weaknesses
- connection between

ideas

- analyzing and

integrating relevant   

points from one or

more texts

- inference

- knowledge of the world 

- sequencing

- main idea

- unfamiliar word

S3 English Reading
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Inference
Students found it difficult to work out the reason the wolf was found on the riverbank.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: What is permafrost and Permafrost Discoveries (Geography Book Extract & 
Science Magazine Extract)

Task Content: The geography book extract is about permafrost and the science magazine 
extract is about permafrost discoveries

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses

Students needed to think 
about why an animal 

would go to a riverbank?

riverbank = river = water 
to drink
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Sequencing
Students found it difficult to work out what had to 
happen before the bodies of extinct animals could be 
examined.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: What is Permafrost and Permafrost Discoveries (Geography Book Extract & 
Science Magazine Extract)

Task Content: The geography book extract is about permafrost and the science magazine 
extract is about permafrost discoveries

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Unfamiliar word
Students found it difficult to work out what the word meant in the context provided.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about a special kind of cat and what she does 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Inference
Students found it difficult to work out why the cat 
liked all things connected to computers and the 
Internet.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about a special kind of cat and what she does 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
After reading the encyclopaedia extract students found it difficult to work out the difference 
between green and white boba (Q.11). They also found it difficult to ascertain how many 
names there were for tea using the slang (Q.12).

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Business Hong Kong (Magazine Article & Encyclopaedia Extract)

Task Content: The magazine article is about Markus Wong and his company BobaBoba. 
The encyclopaedia extract is about Bubble Tea and how pearls are made

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Unfamiliar word
Students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word given the context 
provided.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Extra-Curricular Horse Riding Activity (Email & Attachment)

Task Content: The email provides information about the riding schools in Hong Kong. The 
attachment provides more detailed information about the equipment/materials required

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection between ideas
Students found it difficult to work out what the children saw the pods.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Aliens from The Dark Planet (Movie Summary)

Task Content: The summary is about the movie and what happens to the characters 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Knowledge of the world
Students found it difficult to work out why screen time would increase.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Navigating Screen Time During Social Distancing (Newspaper Article)

Task Content: The newspaper article is about navigating screen time during social 
distancing and provides facts, figures and personal perspectives

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Main idea
Students found it difficult to work out what the article was 
about.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Navigating Screen Time During Social Distancing (Newspaper Article)

Task Content: The newspaper article is about navigating screen time during social 
distancing and provides facts, figures and personal perspectives

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Reading

• Expand vocabulary of students as well as reinforce 
existing vocabulary – linked to the content provided in the 
written texts and student usage – a variety of topics will 
expand the vocabulary of students and spark interest

• Exposure to different text types – authentic newspaper 
articles, posters, poems, articles, pamphlets, fact sheets, 
reviews – books, movies… and different topics/content 
both online and in paper format

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content material
• Exposure to different question types and question 

intents – teach them to look for clues, headings and sub-
headings, key words – in the question stem and also in the 
passages

• Also look at the punctuation used as it can also provide 
clues - !?

S3 English Reading
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S3 English Writing
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH



S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

57
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Overall correct % 
for each sub-paper
and presented in a 
bar chart

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Fictitious figures
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

Item Analysis 
Report

Assessment 
Criterion

Score/Grade

School 
percentage

Overall % of 
participating 

schools

Fictitious figures
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2021
S3 Writing

S3 English Writing
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General Comments: 
• Failure to read the instructions carefully 
• Blanks - completion

• Handwriting – size/font used ➔ abc abc
• Use of arrows, symbols, abbreviations        

(…/ etc./     )
• Unattempted scripts – blank scripts
• Short scripts – less than 100 words
• Off topic scripts 

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating 
Students in Writing 2021
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9EW1  
Speech

S3 English Writing
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S3 English Writing

9EW2  
Movie Review
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S3 English Writing

9EW3  
Article
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9EW1, 9EW2 & 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating Students 
in Writing 2021
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9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 1
S3 English Writing
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Annotation
• appropriate introduction with minor errors

• this is a very detailed speech about life before and after than pandemic. The writer has divided the speech into
paragraphs that are dedicated to different topics – activities that students weren’t able to participate in due to the
pandemic, being stuck at home and how the pandemic affected people’s daily lives, wearing of masks, personal and
environmental hygiene and activities prepared to help students adjust to the ‘new normal’

• expressions/vocabulary are good but some minor mistakes are made – to adapt with some changes instead of adapt to
some changes, quizes instead of quizzes, disturbed instead of disrupted, in public in fear of instead of in public for fear
of, disturbed instead of disrupted, imediately instead of immediately, sanitize instead of sanitized, become normal and
get adapted like before instead of adapt, prevent this virus from growing more instead of prevent this virus from
spreading

• word missing – by wearing instead of by wearing masks

• incomplete sentence – we immediately sanitized ourselves to prevent germs...instead of we immediately sanitized
ourselves to prevent germs from spreading

• good use of vocabulary – global pandemic, suspended, graduates, very frustrating, breathing problems, personal and
environmental hygiene, personal experience

• some punctuation missing at the end of the introductory paragraph – with the help of others prefects and… instead of
help of others, prefects… /help of others – prefects

• minor tense – if there is one thing instead of if there was one thing, have breathing problems instead of have had
breathing problems

• incorrect subject pronoun used – masks are essential…without it instead of masks are essential…without them

• failing to use definite/indefinite articles – wearing mask instead of wearing a mask

• subject verb agreement - one of them are feeling circle instead of one of them is a feeling circle

• simple but effective ending in which the writer encourages participation in the activities referenced and refers to more

details which can be found elsewhere

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 1
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S3 English Writing

9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 2



69

Annotation

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 2

• there is an introduction but it has minor errors and the greeting is missing – Now I am giving a speech instead of I am
here to give a speech or I will now give a speech or I will talk to you about

• good vocabulary – despite the fact

• errors in expression – we would go to school without mask instead of without masks or without a mask, work from a
group instead of work in a group, if we hadn't any pandemic instead of if there wasn't a pandemic, touch anything on
the street instead of touch anything when I am outside on the street, we eat the meal indivial instead of we eat our
meals by ourselves, go to shopping mall instead of go to the shopping mall, despite the fact that we have wear the
mask instead of we have to wear the mask, I met some friend on the platform instead of I met some friends on and
mentioned the social media platform by name, we will text them massage taught the platform instead of we will text
each other a message or messages through or using the platform, dirty things on my hand instead of germs on my
hand, we still feeling scared instead of we are still feeling scared, I stay more healthy and clean instead of I try to stay
healthier and be cleaner, I have more free time to spend instead of I have more free time available, without a doubt
stay clean instead of without a doubt staying clean

• errors in vocabulary - anxitors instead of ancestors/grandparents, gyming instead of gym/going to the gym, achole
instead of alcohol or hand sanitizer, massage instead of message

• incorrect punctuation and use of capital letters – last, at the beginning. it is difficult for me... instead of lastly, at the
beginning it was difficult for me

• singular/plural – friend instead of friends, keep washing hand instead of keep washing our hands, the most essential
things instead of the most essential thing

• there is a conclusion but it also has errors – thank you listening my speech instead of thank you for listening to my
speech
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S3 English Writing

9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 3
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Annotation

• there is only paragraphing evident in this short script

• the first paragraph is just a bad copy of the instructions

• the second paragraph is very unclear, difficult to understand and there are numerous spelling and expression errors

• spelling mistakes – Cove 19/cov 19 instead of COVID-19, soical instead of social

• there is no real introduction and there is no real conclusion. The final sentence is also incomplete

• although it is short, the piece is actually 127 words in length which means it doesn’t fall into the category of scores to
award scripts of less than 100 words in the remarks section of the marking scheme

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Speech – Exemplar 3
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 1
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Annotation
• a title is provided

• the first paragraph is a good, general introduction about movie week however it contains some errors. The writer uses
definite articles when no article should be used

• indefinite/definite articles – the movie week instead of movie week, a animation movie instead of an animation
movie, a enjoyable event instead of an enjoyable event

• errors in expression - a lot of styles of movies instead of a lot of types of movies, the movie also shows an important
message instead of the movie also highlights the important message, protecting the environment of oceanic creatures
instead of protecting the environment for oceanic creatures, the serious problem of people’s throwaway society
instead of the serious problem of a throwaway/the throwaway society

• tense – the film was about instead of the film is about, didn’t instead of don’t, which lighted up instead of which lit up

• the information provided is quite detailed in that the writer mentions both characters, what happens and different
kinds of animals that the characters meet on their journey

• the writer also indicates why they liked the film – it was light-hearted and funny, made me laugh a lot

• good use of vocabulary – optimistic, point of view, atmosphere, climax, mysteriously, my heart pounded, throwaway
society, characters are drawn in a detailed way, good-looking, oceanic creatures, meaningful movie, throwaway
society

• the writer also includes a paragraph in which they recommend the film

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 1
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 2
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Annotation
• a title has been provided

• the first sentence says there are some movie reviews for readers to read and the writer goes on to go through all
three films that were provided in the prompts as well as an additional one not provided in the prompts. The focus
should have been on one movie as indicated in the instructions

• language used in some instances is colloquial – you guys, which is not appropriate for a review

• errors in expression – it is talking about instead of the film is about or it is about, learn more knowledge instead of find
out more, man and woman love themselves instead of man and a woman love each other, be a couples instead of be a
couple/are a couple, after they pays a lot of hard things instead of after they go through some difficult times, many
cuties instead of many cute, a fish woman instead of mermaid, We can know more about instead of we can learn
about/no more about the sea animals is life instead of learn more about the sea animals lives, We can know instead of
we can learn, they often reviews instead of talking stop about to watch, cartoon film instead of animation

• spelling mistakes – recommed instead of recommend

• the writer also goes through the films and either recommends or doesn't recommend and provides reasons as to why
a film is recommended or not recommended, but the information doesn’t match with the conclusion in which the
writer mentions that they are all good to watch

• subject/verb agreement – the poster show instead of the poster shows, call instead of called

• the writer mentions it can't bring any useful knowledge. The writer is equating learning something with why they
should or shouldn't watch the film and this is mentioned also in the second paragraph but the kind of knowledge that
is learned or should be learned from watching a film is not explained

• the conclusion is convoluted and it is hard to make sense of what the writer means

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 2
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 3
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Annotation

• a title is included

• there is no introduction and there is also no conclusion

• there are three paragraphs but they are not understandable

• there are numerous spelling mistakes in the paragraphs and it is difficult to understand

• although it is short, the piece is around 135 words which means it doesn’t fall into the category of scores to award
scripts of less than 100 words in the remarks section of the marking scheme

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Movie Review – Exemplar 3
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S3 English Writing

9EW3 Article – Exemplar 1
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Annotation
• a correct title has been provided

• the introduction is good and contains a general sentence and then explains what the writer will be doing

• headings are used to separate the sections – Section 1, At home, Section 2, At School, Section 3, In Public, and the last
section is about other things to be aware of

• at the end of the second paragraph the writer could give more information to explain why reusing masks is
dangerous

• some very good vocabulary is used – germs, masking, current ones, bothersome, cheek kisses, cough, sneeze,
washrooms, avoid giving hugs…, hand gel, not be ignorant

• spelling errors – pervent instead of prevent, sprending instead of spreading, elders instead of elderly, advises instead
of advice, glass instead of last panel/ glass screen/ separation screen, disposible instead of disposable

• errors in expression – all for you safely instead of all for your safety, during school instead of at school, by following
them instead of by following my advice/my tips

• subject/verb agreement – these advices are instead of this advice is

• the writer has the tendency to use etc. which is not advised, as it is better to give the examples so the reader knows
what the writer means or is referring to

• there is a simple but effective conclusion

• in general, this is a well written piece which provides good advice
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Annotation
• the title is provided but it has mistakes – Stay safe for myself during a pandemic instead of How I stayed safe during a

pandemic

• the article has been divided into distinct paragraphs, at home, about school and in general. The suggestions as to
what to do are made, but the why is explained in one sentence at the end of each paragraph – So we can stay safe at
home, Therefore we can stay safe at school…Reasons for each idea would be much better and make for a more
detailed informative article, than just a number of suggestions and one blanket statement

• errors in spelling – walfare instead of welfare, toliet instead of toilet

• errors in expression – I am social welfare committee instead of I am a social welfare committee member, do you have
done this to stay safe? instead of what have you done, keep cleaner at home instead of keep clean at home, we came
back instead of we came back home, we have touch outside instead of we have touched things outside, keep the mask
to rubbish bin instead of put the mask into the rubbish bin, after we had done all the work instead of after we have
finished working, don't closers instead of don't get close to, before you washed your hand you had gone too toliet
instead of wash your hands after going to the toilet, how we can do to stay safe instead of how can we stay safe,
protect our self instead of protect ourselves, after that how we could do instead of what we can do, at general
everyday instead of everyday, safe at general instead of safe in general, don’t sick in future instead of doesn’t get sick,
give your own hand instead of use your own hand, how to do instead of what to do

• at the end of the second paragraph there should be a comma instead of a full stop so that we have one sentence
instead of two

• singular/plural – wash our hand instead of wash our hands

• tense – were instead of is

• some of the sentences are not clear – wash our head and don’t put over our masks, don’t put over your mask
outside?

• the conclusion is unclear, with some reference made to the environmental – I hope our earth don’t sick, than talking
about a pandemic. It also contains errors
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Annotation

• a title is provided

• the information in this article has been copied from the prompts

• the information taken from the prompts has just been strung together to look like an article

• some of the sentences that the writer has added, that are not taken from the prompts, do not make any sense – the
students at home can put water to the body instead of the students at home can wash themselves regularly, and at
school no eat food and friends. Does this mean that you do not eat your friends or does the student mean that you
should not eat food or meet your friends?

• there is no conclusion provided

• tense – were instead of are

• this script is only 81 words so this means it falls into the category of scripts under 100 words.

See the section on the marking scheme – Remarks for Score Levels for scores that can be allocated
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Performance of Participating Students 
in Writing 2021

Writing – Strengths
• Competent writers read and follow the instructions

carefully
• Students had more ideas to write about, when they were

familiar with the topic.
• Vocabulary was also better when students were familiar

with the topic.
• Competent writers displayed planning and organisation.

They also linked ideas in and between paragraphs.
Paragraphs also had supporting details.

• Competent writers also showed a clear understanding of
the audience, format/features and the context and
purpose of the piece.
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Some strengths of participating 
students to highlight

9EW1  - SPEECH
➢ Many capable students used the pictorial clues as a starting point. Some 

even ignored the pictorial prompts to a large extent or even altogether 
and relied on their own ideas and also personal knowledge – different 
experiences of themselves and perhaps also their friends during the 
pandemic and what life was like before and after to produce a good 
speech.

➢ Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific 
vocabulary – in particular in relation to life before and after the pandemic 
and their feelings and impressions of the time

➢ Those who didn’t follow the picture prompts came up with inventive 
things like a ‘feeling circle’, and a ‘poster competition’ as activities to help 
students adjust after returning to school.

➢ Capable students were able to describe how they felt and why, their 
impressions and how it changed them – trying to stay healthy, exercising 
more…
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9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write a speech but very 
capable students were able to add a variety of appropriate 
details/events/personal experiences/what they learnt/how they 
changed and make it an interesting speech.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing a pleasure to read –

• global pandemic, 
• sanitized, 
• suspended, 
• breathing problems
• environmental hygiene
• despite the fact
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9EW2 – MOVIE REVIEW

➢ Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 
introductions, body and also conclusions.

➢ They were able to form their own ideas independent of the writing prompts 
provided/ignored the picture prompts of the posters provided. They were good at 
describing the storyline/plot of their chosen movie and some also included 
lessons to learn from what happened in the movie to the characters.

➢ Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. 

➢ Capable students completed the title appropriately.

➢ Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them.
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9EW2 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write a movie review but very 
capable students were able to add a variety of appropriate 
information about the movie/characters/setting…to make it an 
interesting and informative movie review.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing interesting to read –

• animation
• point of view, 
• characters drawn in a detailed way, 
• light-hearted,
• funny situations/events,
• atmosphere,
• climax,
• meaningful movie
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9EW3 – ARTICLE

➢ Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 
introductions, body and also conclusions.

➢ Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific vocabulary 
related to staying safe during a pandemic.

➢ They were able to form their own ideas independent of the writing prompts 
provided/ignored the picture prompts provided, relying on their own personal 
knowledge and experience both at home and at school.

➢ Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. 

➢ Capable students completed the title appropriately.

➢ Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them.

S3 English Writing

Some strengths of participating 
students to highlight



90

9EW3 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write an article but very 
capable students were able to add a variety of appropriate 
information based on their own personal experiences to make it an 
interesting and informative article.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing informative and interesting to read –

• germs
• hand gel, 
• glass screen, 
• light-hearted,
• cough,
• sneeze,
• washroom,
• not be ignorant
• rubbish bin
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW1
Some of the students didn’t know how to write a speech or how to correctly start and finish a 
speech, despite a title being provided. Students didn’t read the instructions carefully. They 
focused only on the before and after, neglecting to include any information about how the 
time had changed them or even mentioning their feelings.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and also had problems with the use

of singular and plural – washing hand instead of hands

• stay more health

• work from a group

• gyming

• clean my hand by alcohol

• dirty things on my hand

• thank you listening my speech

• Cove 19/cov 19

• soical
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW2
Some of the students didn’t know how to write a movie review. Students didn’t read the 
instructions carefully and some wrote about all films depicted in the prompts, rather than 
picking just one. They focused only the story line and less on the characters and why they liked 
or disliked the film. They also neglected to recommend it or not to the reader. Some also 
failed to complete the title. 

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and

• you guys – tone of language is not appropriate for a review

• cartoon film

• a/an

• is call

• learn more knowledge – not explained how or what the reader can learn

• for the you and readers

• many cuties
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW3
Some of the students didn’t know how to write an article or how to correctly start and finish 
an article. Students didn’t read the instructions carefully. They focused only on what students 
should do without going into why in much detail, if at all, and they also neglected to include 
the possible consequences. Some students also had difficulty completing an appropriate title.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and also had problems with the use

of singular and plural – washing hand instead of hands

• keep cleaner at home

• how we can do to stay safe

• toliet

• wash our head

• put water to the body

• at school no eat food or friends
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Writing

• Spelling mistakes
• Grammar mistakes
• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading.
• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration as did the failure to read and 

follow the instructions carefully.
• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of vocabulary bank to enable 

more in depth explanations and reasoning and less dependence on prompts for ideas. 
Even with the topic familiar to students, students still had difficulty expressing their ideas 
due to a lack of vocabulary/ideas. Weaker students just used the prompts but were let 
down by their lack of knowledge of topic specific vocabulary, such as pandemic, Covid 19, 
masks, social distancing, hand sanitizer, cleaning...

• Students have imagination but there is an inability to express ideas in English – related to 
above points and this was also evident in the movie review when students described the 
plot/storyline. They also lack the vocabulary to use in this genre as evidenced by many 
misspellings of words that were integral to their movie review and their explanation of 
the events/storyline of the movie.

• Students generally showed an understanding of the different formats of the speech, 
movie review and article but some still need to be mindful of the purpose and audience
 affects the beginnings and endings students use as well as the tone they use. 

• Despite the spaces being provided for the students to complete the title of the review 
and article, students still failed to complete them appropriately or fill them in at all.
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